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tralcd her achievements, and those of tho early
Athenian heroes whom B!IO had guided and
inspired The character of Minerva wan cer-
tainly tlie nohlcHt conotrption of Greek religion.
Whether we consider her mystical birth, as
the glorious apparition proceeded all-perfect
and mature from tho head of tho Father
of Gods and men, her virgin estate, her
sorono valour rewHthig all aggression, or her
sacred and practical wisdom, wo trace in this
mythic idea n faint approximation to one yet
more exalted that of the Christian Glwrch as
contemplated by tho mind of early Christendom.
That tho Athenians should have choson for
their patronosn a divinity with whoso austere
sanetitudo they had, perhaps* loss in common
than with any other of the deities, w a remark-
able instance of tho fact that men admire most
tho qualities in which they are most deficient
Such however waa the case. Tho Parthenon
was BO called from the Goddess to whom Athens
and all it contained was dedicated, and means
" tho Temple of tho Virgin.'*